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Criminal Justice Reform Path
In the past two decades, New York State has seen a surge of over four hundred percent drug cases which has had a toll impact on courts while the public has paid a great price. In this regard, the functioning of state’s misdemeanor courts more so those in metropolitan areas has been significantly transformed (Mir et al., 2019). Judges have been forced to spend a few minutes on snowballing drug cases waging more of their effort on the rapidity of their dispositions. Eventually ending up with less impactful dispositions that have seen same drug reprobates rearrested over and over.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding the felony aspect, drug cases filed to upper courts in various states have increased five times more within the same mentioned period. In contrast to lower courts, these courts have less congested cases but with significantly higher caseloads subjugated by drug crimes. Equally, misdemeanors have seen an increase in financial implications. Additionally, a similar rippling increase in drug-related case filings has been experienced in the family courts within New York State. Thus, the big question has always been; how courts could improve to effectively address rates of recidivism and positively channel criminal justice reform efforts or initiatives at all levels of governance as well as globally. 
The answer to afore question can be found following a critical appraisal of the 1999 New York State Commission on Drugs and the Courts. This commission which comprised of substance abuse connoisseurs, a myriad of attorneys, adjudicators, academics, among others; Essentially aimed to find out how courts handled drug-related cases and establish the need for any necessary changes worth implementing to facilitate Drug Courts to effectively handle the ballooning cases within the Criminal Justice System (Mir et al., 2019).
The initiative of the aforementioned commission led to the discovery that all Drug Courts at state, local, federal as well as global levels received drug crimes of two different kinds of categories. That is those committed by drug barons who peddle drugs for a profit, and those entailing non-violent substance enthusiasts whose substance and substance-associated crimes are inspired by their addiction (Mir et al., 2019). While this commission unanimously agreed that crimes stemming from the former category should continually be indicted dynamically, the latter group failed to present to the commission a clear picture of the scourge of illicit substance abuse. However, undisputed fact was that drug courts played a central role to impact the conduct of individual recidivists arrayed before the justice system owing to their addiction.
Hence, the Office of Court Administration in collaboration with the District attorneys serving at state level, defense lawyers, private and public agencies at all levels of governance as well as those in a similar capacity at global level, should enact and execute a wide-ranging plan for delivering treatment based on the individual jurisdiction’s preferences and needs (Gallo, 2019). Some of the chief components they ought to consider is recognizing non-violent addicts legible for treatment through a state-wide screening exercise and changing to apposite treatment in Drug Courts or related criminal justice initiatives such as prosecutor sponsored programs. Besides, judges and other people should supervise and monitor addicted reprobates throughout the entire process of treatment, ensure constant substance testing as well as stringent systems of sanctions and rewards to encourage offenders to thrive in treatment and equal approaches to valuation, screening, diversion as well as supervision of hooked paternities in Family Courts (Gallo, 2019). 
Summing, the above-mentioned initiatives have proved to be more effective in flouting the obstinate cycle of recidivism as well as addiction. Individuals addicted to drugs clog dockets of Drug Courts, in most cases they are recidivists. However, if Drug Courts could aid dwindle the jaw-dropping figure of drug addicts, there should be an expectation of a similar decline in the number of court filings as well as crimes. Moreover, both local, state, federal, and global levels would save on the costs of imprisoning as well as prosecuting associated lawbreakers.  
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